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Lung cancer is one of the most common cancers and the leading ’ Sponsored by ” MSD
cause of cancer-related deaths in Japan.! Globally, Japan ranked third .
for both new lung cancer cases and deaths in 2020.2

The age-standardised incidence rates (ASIR) for lung cancer in Japan show a declining trend, mirroring the pattern observed in other high-income
countries worldwide, including those in the Asia-Pacific (APAC) region and East Asia.
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Source: Institute for Health Metrics Evaluation. Used with permission. All rights reserved.? All figures are age-standardised

Continued improvements in
the 5-year survival rate

While Japan has seen enhancements in the 5-year

leJap y 29.7% 34.9%
survival rates for lung cancer (the current

estimate at around 35% for 2009-11), there

remains considerable room for improvement.

Source: Cancer statistics in Japan 2000-2002 2003-2005 2009-2011

How prepared is Japan?

Success against lung cancer requires a wide range of policies or guidelines that impact prevention, early detection, treatment, and patient support
throughout the patient journey.
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Economist Impact created a SN . : .
P strategic priority public health issue against time a crossroads for research

framework to assess these
policies and guidelines across
five key domains influencing
lung cancer care in Japan,
South Korea and Taiwan.
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Japan scores ‘moderately high across most domains, with the exception of the ‘lung cancer race against time’ domain, where it scores ‘moderately low’.
Japan performs well in the strategic priority, public health issue and lung cancer at crossroads domains. It performs ‘moderately low’ in the race against
time domain due to the lack of well-defined referral pathways and expedited pathways for diagnosis of suspected patients.

While Japan demonstrates overall strong performance, enhancements could focus on:

rrfr' Japan has demonstrated <) Given that tobacco O ®) There is a need for a well-defined
1 improvements with respect = advertising is currently ’qm"“‘ referral pathway for timely diagnosis of
to its enhanced tobacco ‘Q % only self-regulated by %\ L?j suspected patients and psychological
policies. However, there is the companies support services, inclusion of shared
room for further themselves, there is a decision-making in guidelines, and
advancement through need to mandate improvements to the population-based
better regulation of regulations for the cancer registry could improve the
e-cigarette control. same in Japan. overall lung cancer care.
Japan’s effective strategies
Enhancing screening and early detection strategies Continued focus on research and clinical trials
@ Japan excels in early-stage lung cancer detection, leading to improved Japan is at the forefront of clinical research, with
overall 5-year survival rates for lung cancer patients. The availability and =< robust efforts in conducting clinical trials funded
easy access to CT scans often result in incidental diagnosis of early stage by both the government for surgical procedures
lung cancer, even though Low-Dose Computed Tomography (LDCT) and the private sector for pharmaceutical
screening is not mandatory in the country. developments, which are instrumental in

advancing treatment options.
CT scanners per 1m population

Japan

Developing an extensive cancer care network

18.9

The Japanese government has made significant
strides in cancer care by creating a comprehensive
clinical support network nationwide. This network
*calculated from number of CT scanners and population includes national, prefeCturalﬁ and diStriCt'dESignated
Source: OECD data® and Annual Report of Medical Care Institution & Hospital Utilization, 2020, Taiwan® cancer care hospitals, totalling 456 in number.”

Taiwan*

“In the working population, | think the lung cancer screening [by chest x-ray] is not
so bad because the companies implement the rules that mandate screenings for all
employees. However, as a larger number of females do not work outside their
homes, we see that the screening among them is a little bit lower.”
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The way ahead...

Improve screening The lung cancer screening uptake in women is lower than in men. Experts attribute this
uptake, especially disparity partly to the fact that a substantial number of women tend to quit the workforce
among women éfter marrﬁage, which Iir]wits their access to scre.erjing programmes offered at workplaces. This
is concerning as the incidence of lung cancer is increasing in women.
The low uptake of government-promoted screenings highlights the need to tailor strategies
to improve participation, particularly for women, to enhance early detection and
treatment outcomes.
Adanti h Japan's Pharmaceuticals and Medical Devices Agency (PMDA) and Ministry of Health, Labour
apting to the and Welfare (MHLW) oversee new therapy approvals, ensuring all approved drugs are
pulse of progress, reimbursed. Yet, a growing gap exists between drugs approved in Japan and other
updating drug developed countries. For instance, only about 60% of drugs approved in the US are
approval system approved in Japan.® This discrepancy is partly due to an influx of smaller venture capitals that
in Japan are developing drugs and obtaining approval in the US faster than in Japan.
To maintain access to innovative therapies, Japan needs to modernise its drug approval
process, adapting to the evolving landscape of drug development.
In Japan's lung cancer screening programme, individuals can directly access hospital care
Enhance referral without intermediary referrals, potentially affecting follow-up rates. In 2017, only 83.5%
pathway for followed up after abnormal screenings, missing the 90% national target.’
diagnosis after

Improving this requires establishing clear referral guidelines, speeding up diagnosis
processes, and educating the public on the importance of follow-ups, along with supporting
hesitant patients.
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To find out more, download our report Breathing in a new era: A comparative analysis @
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