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China's millennials
abroad

What expatriates bring

Around the world, there are over 9.5 million Chinese expatriates.  
 are entrepreneurs and professionals in host countries, and 

have created an occupational niche in transnational 
companies bringing linguistic skills and cultural knowledge.
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in OECD countries
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The Chinese expatriate

An international 
education

The transnational 
expatriate

Skilled* Chinese expatriates in OECD countries

* High and medium
skilled migrants

High = Bachelor’s degree and above
Medium = High school
Low = Primary education and below

New Zealand
58,785

Australia
273,653

Japan
256,660

UK
195,589

Canada
435,940

Italy
31,998

Spain
22,435

Germany
28,000

France
49,337

There are over half a million Chinese students abroad, with a majority in the 
USA, UK and Australia seeking an English-language education. They are 

the consumption of local goods and services over the duration of study.

A young and highly educated expatriate population in 
OECD countries alleviates the problem of an ageing 
population and a skills gap in develo  countries, 
particularly in Japan and Europe.

USA

304,000 91,000 87,000

31%

2x 3x 4x

33% 20%

C
hi

ne
se

 st
ud

en
ts

 
a

s a
 p

er
ce

nt
ag

e 
of

 
in

te
rn

at
io

na
l s

tu
d

en
ts

N
um

be
r o

f C
hi

ne
se

 
st

ud
en

ts
 a

br
oa

d 
20

14

the size of the next largest 
international cohort

9/10
Chinese students awarded a 

doctorate in the US plan to stay 
on, contributing to research and 
development activities in the US

Other top destinations for 
Chinese students include South 
Korea, Canada, Japan and 
Singapore

The new wave of Chinese expatriates has bases both in 
China and the host country. Chinese migrants leverage 
their transnational networks to contribute to growing 
trade and investment links.

Chinese students in Japan 
are sought after by small- and 

business with China

Chinese students studying 
in Japan obtain official 
employment status 

Today’s Chinese 
immigrants 

 
“

” 

Lee Kuan Yew, 
former Prime 

Minister of 
Singapore

In Europe, Chinese expatriates have 
established businesses which rely 
on goods and networks in China

Chinese expatriates in the United States:

Primary activity in UK, France, Portugal, 
Poland, Austria

Primary activity in Italy, France

Primary activity in UK, Italy, Portugal

Catering and restaurants serving 
Chinese food

Importing fabric from China for 
textile manufacturing

Trade in goods made in China for 
the European market

Management, 
business, 

Information 
technology

Sciences and 
engineering
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